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Locations 

Auburn 

55 Columbus St 

Auburn, NY 13021 

315-253-7379 

 

Bernardston 

472 Northfield Road 

Bernardston, MA 

01337 

413-648-9900 

 

Niverville 

831 Route 28 

Niverville, NY 12130 

518-784-9166 

 

Oriskany Falls 

8341 US State Rt 20 

Oriskany Falls, NY 

13425 

315-841-3201 

 

Salem 

4134 State Rt 22 

Salem, NY 12865 

518-854-9446 

 

Tri Valley Crop Ctr 

337 State Hwy 162 

Sprakers, NY 12166 

518-673-5336 

 

 

  Local Wireworm Damage 
    

Pest 
 

Frank Flis 

 

Our scouting team has observed a considerable amount of below ground crop injury in this year’s 

corn.  Black Cutworm arrived early and with increased ground cover and early southerly winds it 

became very widespread throughout the spring.  The Cutworm arrives in the spring from the Gulf 

states and is typically attracted to GREEN VEGETATION.  This year’s abundant growth on cover 

crops was particularly welcoming.  You combine this with the bumper crop of chick weed and 

other winter annuals and what you had was a recipe for a strong outbreak.  Moving forward, with 

increasingly more no-till planting, this could become an ongoing battle.  

 

Also present in many areas this year were white grubs.  Again, they continue to build populations 

in sod set aside or in uncultivated areas. 
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Perhaps most troubling was the large amount of Wireworm damage.   Although there is limited 

genetic traits for cutworm, a surface treatment will minimize damage.  With the grubs, most seed 

treatments will minimize damage, but with the wireworm only an in furrow insecticide treatment 

will have significant effect. A major challenge with wireworm is that it is slow to mature and 

remains in the soil 4-6 years before emerging as the “click-beetle” and usually occurs in sod, 

pasture, and cover cropped acres.    

 

While there are pros associated with no-till planting, it is important to consider the pros and the 

cons associated with the practice.  Thinking through potential consequences and then having an 

action plan predetermined to mitigate those risks is important.  Call your local CaroVail office and 

have discussions with them about your future plans on tillage, cover cropping, hybrid selection, 

seed treatments, and, from there, potential soil insecticide requirements.  This needs to be an 

ongoing planning process, allowing you to maximize your yields, while mitigating the risk 

associated with these pests. 
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Weather Update 
 

 Approx. 

Weekly 

Rainfall 

Avg 

expected 

high Temp 

next week 

Avg 

expected 

Low Temp 

next week 

GDD 

(Base 50) 

since   Jan 

1 

GDD 

(Base 50) 

since Mar 

1 

GDD 

(Base 50) 

since  Apr 

1 

GDD 

(Base 50) 

since 

May 1 

Auburn 0.35 90 65 915 915 891 855 

Bernardston 0.37 83 60 946 946 920 866 

Niverville 0.38 86 63 976 976 944 887 

Oriskany Falls 0.51 82 62 893 893 856 819 

Salem 0.86 83 62 835 835 810 766 

TVCC 0.88 84 60 1072 1072 1042 968 
 

        

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 


