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Locations 

Auburn 

55 Columbus St 

Auburn, NY 13021 

315-253-7379 

 

Bernardston 

472 Northfield Road 

Bernardston, MA 

01337 

413-648-9900 

 

Niverville 

831 Route 28 

Niverville, NY 12130 

518-784-9166 

 

Oriskany Falls 

8341 US State Rt 20 

Oriskany Falls, NY 

13425 

315-841-3201 

 

Salem 

4134 State Rt 22 

Salem, NY 12865 

518-854-9446 

 

Tri Valley Crop Ctr 

337 State Hwy 162 

Sprakers, NY 12166 

518-673-5336 

 

 

Fall Harvest Observations 
Frank Flis 

 

While harvesting this year’s crop, staying aware of abnormalities is always prudent.  However, this 

season’s weather patterns may throw you a few curves, especially when looking for nutrient 

challenges. During the extended hot and dry periods the crop struggled to get necessary nutrients 

from the soil. With the goal of producing a seed the plant begins to cannibalize itself.  

 

Translocating nutrients (those that move within the plant) like Nitrogen (N), Potassium (K), and 

Sulfur (S) will tend to move from within the plant to the growing point of the grain or seed. Under 

this season’s extreme deficiency, symptoms will appear on the plant--especially flaring on the 

lower leaves which indicate movement of N and K. Pale upper leaves may indicate S movement 

through the plant. During periods of minimum rainfall and low production, N is not mineralized in 

the soil leaving the plant to act on itself.  Late season rain arrived in many areas and N has been 

activated resulting in a new green up with signs of deficiency on lower 4 leaves. To further 

complicate the evaluation process, using Stalk Nitrate Tests (CSNT’s) will likely show excess N in 

the stalks making plans for next season more complicated.  
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As always, records of weather, nutrients applied, yield data, and fresh soil tests will help with that 

planning process for upcoming planting season. Unused nutrients from this season, especially K 

and N, make gathering more information a priority. The K will move little and there is potential of 

up to 50% of the N still in the soil both from applied N and normal unmineralized soil N. Capturing  

some of these nutrients with a cover crop may be beneficial.  

 

Good soil tests will be very important this fall to determine the leftovers and developing a strategy 

for 2017 growing season. Compiling yield data, field observations, soil information, and fall field 

adjustments (lime, cover crop) add to that planning process.   
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Weather Update 
 

 Approx. 

Weekly 

Rainfall 

Avg 

expected 

high Temp 

next week 

Avg 

expected 

Low Temp 

next week 

GDD 

(Base 50) 

since   Jan 

1 

GDD 

(Base 50) 

since Mar 

1 

GDD 

(Base 50) 

since  Apr 

1 

GDD 

(Base 50) 

since 

May 1 

Auburn 1.13 77 55 2384 2384 2359 2323 

Bernardston .21 77 48 2395 2395 2369 2316 

Niverville .45 79 56 2425 2425 2392 2335 

Oriskany Falls .74 73 52 2321 2321 2284 2247 

Salem .63 77 54 2108 2108 2084 2040 

TVCC .51 77 54 2587 2587 2557 2483 
 

        

 

 
 


